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Living In Surplus
A few summers ago, Anne and I had an opportunity to go to Alaska. What a wonderful trip! The first part of
our trip was in Bethel where my grandfather served as a Moravian missionary for over forty years. We got to
meet many local people and worship with them twice on a Sunday, once in English and once in Yupik. It was
heartwarming to witness the fruits of the labor of so many Moravian missionaries. These folks do not have
many of the luxuries we enjoy in the lower forty-eight. The tundra is a hard place to build, and upkeep is never
ending. In spite of difficult conditions and scarcity they love and worship their Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The people we worshiped with at the Bethel Moravian Church live into the Gospel Lesson from Luke assigned
for that Sunday we worshiped with them. “‘Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to
divide the family inheritance with me.” But he said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator
over you?” And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does
not consist in the abundance of possessions.”’ Luke 12:13-15 The native Christians we met in Bethel are
building up their treasure in heaven, unconcerned about lacking earthly possessions.
In the lower forty-eight our culture is to build up our treasure here on earth, but we never know when our life
will be demanded, and then the things we have prepared, whose will they be?
Seth Godin is sometimes known as 'the ultimate entrepreneur for the information age'. He is an American
writer and has written 20 books, addressing various aspects of marketing, advertising, business venturing and
leadership. I share some of his thoughts with you here:
Living in surplus, Seth Godin blog:
In our culture, it’s easy to choose to live in deficit.
To spend just a bit more than you make, so that you’re in debt.
To need to drive just a bit faster than the prevailing traffic, so you can push every interaction.
To measure yourself against someone (there’s always someone) who has more (there’s always more) than you
do.
If this habit of becoming ‘behind’ is the fuel you need to do your best work, it’s difficult for an outsider to argue
against.
But consider that it’s also possible to choose to live in surplus.
To spend a bit less than you make, so you’re never worried about paying the rent.
To drive with the flow of (metaphorical) traffic, because not only is it safer, it frees you up to dream.
And to measure yourself against no one but yourself. Raise your standards as often as you can, but not because
someone else you chose out of the lineup of success is somehow ahead of you.
When you live in surplus, you can choose to produce because of generosity and wonder, not because you’re
drowning.
As the seasons of calendar and life change, I invite you to slow down, enjoy the many blessings you have
already been given, and in all things give thanks to God who provides all that we need now and forever. Glory
be to God!
Blessings,
Pastor John
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Quote of the Month
Be the rainbow
In someone’s cloud.
~unknown

The August 2nd Mile Offering will benefit
Monocacy Farm Project.
The total received as of Sunday, August 21st is $410.
The 2nd Mile Offering for September will benefit
Second Harvest Food Bank.
Thank you for your generous support of our
2nd Mile Ministries!

The 2nd Mile Offering in September
SUPPORT ADVENT’S MISSION
WHEN YOU USE AMAZON
Advent is registered as a charitable
organization through Amazon Smile.
0.5% of each qualifying purchase will be
donated to our church to help with our
mission! To start contributing, go to:
https://smile.amazon.com/ch/24-0799587

will be for the benefit of Second Harvest Food Bank.

Second Harvest provides much of the food that goes to
our local food pantries. They distribute cases of canned
goods as well as frozen meats (some government issued,
others from grocery stores), fruits, veggies, and prepared
foods. They also supply food pantries with surplus dairy
items, including milk and cheeses. Some non-food items
(hygiene products, for example) are available.

“A page of inspiration”

“A PAGE OF COMIC RELIEF”

