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The Gift of Agility
Throughout this COVID-19 pandemic, the Joint Board has had many
difficult decisions to make with ever-changing advice and information. As I
look back, I realize that decisions have been made with care (for all
members), compassion (especially for those struggling the most), courage
(knowing that most decisions will not please everyone), and concern for
equity (making sure everyone has access to what is being offered).
As we listen to the needs and desires of the congregation, we take into
account the 63 responses to our recent survey. THANK YOU to all who took
the time to respond and offer your input. While the greatest insight of the
survey lies in the individual comments, there are a few statistics that are
helpful. Of the 71 respondents, 57% are likely (or very likely) to attend an
indoor worship gathering. 47% of respondents feel that November/December
is the appropriate time to begin offering indoor opportunities.
As you might suspect, there was a wide array of responses. The Joint Board
acknowledges that there is no perfect fit for everyone, but we respect all the
viewpoints and people’s personal inclinations. From the comments, it is clear
that, for some, in-person gathering is a very important factor in spiritual
health and well-being. I would guess that, for almost ALL, in-person gathering
is what we prefer. At the same time, there was recognition by many
respondents that the COVID-19 situation is unstable and changing rapidly. 41
respondents took the time to comment that the Joint Board should be most
concerned with the health and safety of our members and community.
For all these reasons, I’ve come to think of AGILITY as one of our most
desired and necessary spiritual gifts right now. I know the apostle Paul didn’t
talk about agility, and it didn’t make the famous list along with peace,
patience, and kindness. But the ability to “think and understand quickly” and
then to “move and respond quickly and easily” are truly necessary gifts at this
time.
In the coming days, you will be hearing more about our plans to open the
sanctuary for in-person worship gatherings by the middle of November. We
are looking forward to having small groups of folks in the sanctuary while
others are joining the very same service by Zoom (either online or on the

The Gift of Agility (cont’d)
telephone). The goal is to combine these to make one worship service with
everyone together. We will need to take reservations for those attending in
the sanctuary to make sure everyone can be distanced appropriately. We will
wear masks and refrain from some of our usual activities that might not be
safe at this time.
In the midst of all our planning for these in-person gatherings, we consider
how the virus is working within our community. Here is where the agility
comes in. We will continue to monitor the state’s data on a weekly basis, as it
pertains to Northampton and Lehigh Counties. Using similar guidelines to
those of other churches and schools, we will be poised to make quick decisions
about worship and other activities. If the risks are too high, we will be able to
move to all-Zoom worship with ease. And we will use our usual methods of
alerting people to these changes (similar to inclement weather).
Thinking of agility as a spiritual practice has been helpful to me recently. I
hope it will also be helpful to you. Thank you for adapting to new ways of
being the Church. Thank you for being flexible about how things happen. We
have learned a lot, and we have received many gifts. Most importantly, the
whirlwind of change all around us has not affected the foundation of our faith.

Blessings,

Pastor Missy
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Conor Petro
Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will Benefit:
The October 2nd Mile Offering will benefit the Bethlehem CROP Walk.
The total received as of Sunday, October 25 is $460.00.
The 2nd Mile Offering for November will be used to prepare Thanksgiving
Baskets for Northeast Ministry.
Thank you for your generous support of our 2nd Mile Ministries!

I would like to give my thanks and appreciation to everyone at Advent for the lovely
cards, thoughts, prayers, and support you have shown me during this difficult time
that I’m going through with my health. I feel so blessed.
Much love and gratitude,
Sharon Hergenrother

Remember Moravian Open Door during the Advent season

Our Advent congregation has always given strong support to the work of Moravian
Open Door (MOD) with our December Second Mile offering and gathering and
delivering needed material gifts at Christmastime. This year, due to covid-19, the
need for all of this support is greater than ever. MOD has lost three of its residents to the
disease, and some other residents and even the staff have been sickened by the virus and
recovered. Keeping everyone safe with extra sanitizing of building areas, providing residents
precautionary items such as masks and hand sanitizer, and providing extra food for residents
who have lost income has put a great strain on MOD’s budget. Please be generous with your
Second Mile offering.
Also, please consider donating items from the list of needs below. Make this part of your
Christmas shopping. Since we cannot deliver these material gifts as in the past, you can make
your donation in any of three ways. If you order from Amazon, be sure to first go to
smile.amazon (which will take you to Amazon Smile) and designate your charity as Moravian
Open Door. MOD will receive a donation of a percentage of the price of the order.
(1) Buy your gift, pack and send it yourself to MOD (address below)
(2) Order your donation gift online and have it delivered directly to MOD
(3) Send a check to the church office with a note that indicates it is to be used to purchase
some of the named items below. The purchase and shipping will be done for you.
Items most needed:
Pillows
Twin-size sheet sets
Twin-size blankets
Bath-size towels, washcloths
Individual-size hand sanitizer
Disposable razors and shaving cream
Shower gel, shampoo and conditioner, body lotion
Mouthwash, toothpaste
Deodorants (men and women)
Clorox wipes or similar disinfecting wipes

Send your items to:
Moravian Open Door
347 E. 18th St
New York, NY 10003-2802
(Telephone: 212-995-5810)

Advent Christian Education Update November 2020

YOUTH have two opportunities to get together this month.
On Saturday, November 7th at 10:30am, we will have a special outdoor Scavenger Hunt! Dress
to be outside for this fun hunt with clues to solve. Prizes and snacks are involved! Children
should be able to read and work with clues to participate.
We will also accept the colorings of Thanksgiving prayer messages (attached pages) to include
with our Thanksgiving meals.
On Sunday, November 22nd we will have a lesson time at 10:30am for all kids ages 4 and up.

ADULTS and TEENS – two growth opportunities
We will continue with the Racial Justice discussions on November 1st and 15th facilitated by
Rick Santee and Andrea Mosley.
There will be no youth class on Sunday, November 8th or Adult discussion on November 29th.
We will be moving into the Advent season and having some special lessons and opportunities
for this very special time of year. Stay tuned!

OUTREACH SERVICE
We are supporting the Northeast Community Center with
meals for 35 families this year. Please look for the email
notice that has the donation options for supporting this
important blessing to our neighbors.
We are grateful for all who are able to contribute toward these meals and are grateful for those
who give, those who package, those who transport and those who offer up their prayers. If
anyone wants to color a blessing to add to the meal box, please drop it off at the church office
no later than Wednesday, November 18th. The meals must be delivered by Friday, the 20th and
we need all supplies by that date.

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Circles 1 and 2 will meet Monday November 9th on ZOOM. All women
of Advent are welcome to the meetings.
Meeting ID: 810 3958 1543
Password: 313704
One tap mobile
+13126266799,,81039581543#,,1#,313704# US (Chicago)
+19292056099,,81039581543#,,1#,313704#US (New York)

PRETZEL FUND RAISER (Reminder)
Luci Cuddy, on behalf of Women’s Fellowship, will make chocolate covered
pretzels for the holidays.
Cellophane package of 12 with assorted sprinkles/toppings will be $5.00
each. Pretzel rods, 2 per package will be $2.00 each or 3 for $5.00
Pretzels are safely made, using tongs and gloves. Pick up will be at
Advent on Tuesday, November 24, 10 am – Noon for Thanksgiving and
again on Tuesday, December 8, 10 am - Noon for the Christmas Season.
Please call Luci Cuddy, 610-691-0596 or email dclc14@ptd.net to order
by Monday, November 16.
Note: “Walk-In” Sale on Saturday, December 5, 10am to Noon. All
varieties will be available for last minute gifts and goodies until
sold out. “Please help support this Christmas fund raiser!”

Bethlehem Area Moravians – Staffing
Staffing remains a concern across the board, but especially at Moravian Village Bethlehem.
There is an absolute disconnect currently in the labor market. We have current positions opening in
laundry, maintenance and health care (CNAs & Nursing). There are a growing number of
individuals unemployed and yet, we are having great difficulty in filling these positions. We are not
alone in this as many organizations that are currently operating in this area have the same concerns.
If you have individuals in your Churches who are currently looking for work, we post our
positions on “Indeed”. Obviously, we would prefer to hire Moravians first over the general public.
If we can find quality people within our churches = a stronger BAM/Moravian Village
Bethlehem and a stronger church. A win, win I would say.
Dan Soos, BAM

“A Page of inspiration”

Mindful Christianity

Kelly’s Treehouse

“On A Lighter Note – Some Comic Relief”

