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Unexpected Blessings
There are moments when it is easiest to see the down side – no in-person gatherings, missing family and
friends, fear of illness, people at risk, jobs in jeopardy, political division, disrupted plans . . . . honestly, the list
could fill this page. Grief and loss are real. It takes true discipline to focus on the other things that go along
with this time. It takes a spiritual disciple, called Gratitude. Discipline doesn’t come easily. It is learned and
practiced, strengthened over time. Perhaps now is the time for us to be exercising our Gratitude “muscles”
each and every day.
I asked the members of our Joint Board and church staff to consider some unexpected blessings they have
experienced over the past two months. You’ll find their answers on the following pages. I hope you will add
your own unexpected blessings to the list and that we will inspire one another with the amazing ways God is
at work, even in the midst of a very difficult time.
I already had my chance to share my own unexpected blessing, but I need to add one more. And it’s a big
one. My Advent Moravian family. Right now, nothing is ideal. Worship is different. Technology doesn’t always
work well. There aren’t enough hours in the day for me to reach out to as many people as I’d like. Yet when
I look through the lens of Gratitude, this is what I see: people using the telephone more than ever before to
stay connected, people checking in just to see how you are, worship that is heartfelt and genuine, people
filled with joy just to see one another on a screen or hear a voice on the phone, people coming together to
offer help. Honestly, in some very basic ways, we are learning to Be the Church better than ever before. I feel
the intimate connections and deep care for one another as we rely on our faith and God’s goodness to get
through each day.
Things have changed, and I have a feeling we’ll never be quite the same. And I find great hope in that. I hope
we never let go of the things we’re learning about how to live our faith and love one another.
As things progress, in consultation with government guidelines and the best medical advice, please know
your church leadership will be working to decide how and when we will meet again in person. At the same
time, we’re called to live fully in the present. Let’s look through the lens of gratitude and see the blessings
that exist in this time. Let’s make the most of the opportunities we have to become more aware of how God
is moving in our midst and how we are called to support one another.
As always, I hope you will reach out if you or someone you know is in need of something right now. I am
grateful for you! And I’m grateful to be with you . . . in our sanctuary, on Zoom, on the phone, in each other’s
prayers . . .
In Love,
Pastor Missy
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The April 2nd Mile Offering will benefit Camp Hope.
The total as of April 26th is $320.
The May 2nd Mile Offering will benefit
Food Pantries at Central Moravian Church and
Northeast Community Center.

NOTES:
Luci Cuddy has made some face masks. If you want or need a mask call Luci and
she will mail or deliver it to you.
Copies of the May/June “Upper Room” are available. If you want a copy, call the
office and request it to be mailed or stop by between 9:00a.m. - 11:00a.m. to pick
up a copy.
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Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will benefit:

June – Second Harvest Food Bank
This month we once again focus on the most basic of needs for people in our communities, especially in the midst of this
pandemic. Food insecurity is on the rise for many communities. Second Harvest Food Bank is the major supplier for most
of the local food pantries in our area, including Central Moravian and Northeast Community Center. By supporting Second
Harvest, we are making sure that the smaller pantries get the food they need, at prices that are much more affordable than
they would be for the average shopper in the grocery store. Thank you for caring and for feeding your neighbors!

July – Support for our School Children
Each July we have provided contributions for children to have backpacks and school supplies necessary for their learning.
This year we will focus on school-aged children once again, but we are remaining flexible to meet whatever their greatest
needs might be. As we determine how school will happen this Fall (in person or by distance), we will inquire as to the needs
of the children and help in the best way we can. Thank you for your support!

SAVE THE DATES FOR VBS!
You’ve probably been wondering what will happen with Vacation Bible
School this year. We’re excited to announce our first online VBS,
which is the collaboration of 5 local congregations. Mark your
calendars for

June 22-26 for “Jesus Heals.”

Each day there

will be a video sent to all families who register. You can watch the
video at your convenience and enjoy the activities, including Bible
stories, singing, message from our VBS nurses, an art project, and
snacktime. A packet of supplies will be mailed ahead of time. For
those who choose, there will be a daily Zoom session where we can
watch the video together and interact with some fun games as well.
Watch your email for a link to register! This is being offered at no
cost this year as an outreach to the families of our congregations and
community. Donations are always welcome and can be sent to Central
Moravian Church with “VBS” in the memo.
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