THE STAR
JULY 2021

Summertime Happenings

Often the summer can provide a welcome break from the hectic pace of the rest of the
year. Schedules might change a bit. We take vacations. Things slow down. We take a muchneeded deep breath. As the risks of the pandemic wane for us here in the U.S. and we are able
to resume some of our regular activities, I’m noticing that this summer feels more like a time
of increased activity! It’s wonderful to celebrate the things we can do more safely together. At
the same time, I hope we don’t all rush right back into life, filling our calendars and our
minutes with constant activity. I pray that we will take time for the renewal that our minds,
bodies, and spirits need!
Right now we have a unique opportunity to pick and choose how we will re-engage with
the world. This is a time for discernment and care. I pray that you will have the time to decide
which activities are truly life-giving for you. And I pray that you will consider your spiritual
health and well-being. Carving out time for worship and service can make a difference in how
we experience and share God’s love and presence.
This month we will worship together each week. Mark your calendars for a special
celebration of Donna Ambler’s ministry on July 18th at our 9:30 a.m. service! In this newsletter
you will also find registration information for Vacation Bible School. We hope this will be an
opportunity for children and families to connect with God’s life-giving Spirit in a hands-on, fun
way. Please share this information with anyone who might be interested.
Wishing you an abundance of peace-filled summer moments and opportunities to share
God’s grace with someone else . . .
Pastor Missy
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Quote of the Month
“Defeat is simply a signal
to press onward.”
~ Helen Keller

Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will Benefit:
The June 2nd Mile Offering will be sent to BAM Freezer Ministry.
The total received as of Sunday, June 20th is $585.
The 2nd Mile Offering for July will benefit Angels in August.
Thank you for your generous support of our 2nd Mile Ministries!

Second Mile Offering for July
The 2nd mile offering for July is Angels in August. This month we will collect the funds
that will allow us to be angels for some of our school children as they begin a new
school year next month. Over the next weeks, we will be in touch with our local
elementary schools to find out what their needs are. School supplies? Backpacks?
Winter coats? Whatever they need most for their kids, we will be able to help through
the generosity of our congregation!

“all things ADVENT MORAVIAn”

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Circles will not be meeting in July or August.
We will resume on Monday, September 13th at 10:00 a.m.
with a combined meeting for Circle 1 & 2.
All women of Advent are welcome to the meetings.

FLOWERS FOR WORSHIP
Now that people are worshiping in the sanctuary once
again, it would be wonderful to have flowers to decorate
the worship space and our Zoom screens. If you are
interested in sponsoring flowers (perhaps in honor or
memory of someone or a special occasion), please contact
Sharon Donchez to select your date and place an order.
(sharrondon@rcn.com; 484-379-6883)
The flowers can be picked up after worship
to enjoy at home!

Vacation Bible School 2021
“River of Life”
Offered by Advent, Central,
and East Hills Moravian Churches
Dear Families,
As COVID19 restrictions are being lifted and we make plans to return to more and more in-person
activities, you may have been wondering whether we will have VBS this year and what it might look like.
The answer is “YES.” We are offering an exciting new format for our annual Joint VBS which will include
both you and your children. We will meet in the early evening starting at 5:45 p.m. at Advent Moravian
Church for large group time and then time for children and their loving adults to move together through
several different stations including story-time, arts and crafts, music, and science and games. All our
stories will have something to do with water – from water at creation to Jesus washing his disciples’ feet
with cool, clean water.
Our gatherings will take place on Sunday and Wednesday evening in August – helping us all get geared up
and excited again for Sunday School and regular school. The dates are:
•
•
•
•
•

August 8, Sunday
August 11, Wednesday
August 15, Sunday
August 18, Wednesday
August 22, Sunday

The program is open for children who are old enough to have completed three-year old preschool
through 6th grade. To help us with planning, please register letting us know which evenings your
child(ren) and accompanying adult(s) will attend. (You don’t have to come every night in order to
participate.)
You may register in one or two ways.
Use the following link https://forms.gle/38Lc9WZdfJs8cheM8 and register on-line or use the
registration form included in this letter. You can fill it out and mail it to Advent Moravian Church,
3730 Jacksonville Road, Bethlehem, PA 18017. While we will not be charging a registration fee,
donations for VBS would be appreciated. If you choose to make a donation, please make your check out
to Central Moravian Church and put on the memo line, “VBS 2021.” Mail you donations along with your
registration forms to Advent Moravian Church.
We hope you and your child will join us for this in-person family adventure which will help us stay
connected with each other, with our families, and with God.
Peace, Your Enthusiastic VBS Planning Team

“A Big Thank You from Hanoverville Elementary School”

“ADVENT MORAVIAN AND BEYOND”

Did you know…….

BWM staff have once again started to travel!!! With the
wider availability of a vaccine, and loosening travel
restrictions in some parts of the world, BWM staff members
are getting on the move!
Executive Director, Justin Rabbach, was able to attend the
recent Synods of both the Honduras Unity Province and
Mission Province in person. This opportunity to renew
contacts and discuss topics such as the ongoing theological
education and medical work supported by the BWM with
leaders was invaluable.
If your congregation would like a BWM staff member to
offer a mission moment, lead a program, workshop or
worship service, virtually or in-person, please be in touch!
We would love to start receiving invitations to come share
about mission and will work with you to abide by all local
health and safety guidelines in place!

“A page of inspiration”

“On A Lighter Note – Some Comic Relief”

