THE STAR
JULY 2020

How We Respond
There are so many reasons for us to count our blessings right now. In the midst of great challenges, we are
experiencing the generosity and passion our members have for the ministry God gives us. Here are just a few
reasons to celebrate and be filled with hope:

Our capital campaign continues to be tremendously successful!

Our campaign chairperson, Doris Schattschneider, reports that in just the first year of the three-year campaign,
we have received over $150,000.00, more than half our original goal. This generosity has made it possible to
carry out several of the expensive projects proposed in our campaign brochure (see below). Church members
have taken advantage of several ways to give to the campaign: by sending checks, making transfers from bank
or investment accounts, or using the campaign offering envelopes (marked with a green stripe). What a
wonderful response!

Our sanctuary projection system is up and running!

The next time you enter the sanctuary you will notice a retractable screen in the upper right corner and a
projector in the back. We have also purchased hardware and software to make it possible to utilize this system
for worship. A few months ago this seemed like a luxury. Now it appears that this will be the answer to making
our worship flow well in this time of great concern for spread of germs. We will be able to play more varieties
of music, as we’re limited in our singing and performing. And we’ll be able to temporarily remove high-contact
items, like hymnals, bibles, and bulletins. What a gift to have this new tool for when we’re able to return to
worshiping in our sanctuary!

We have new rooftop units!

Thanks to Dave Ambler for overseeing this project. He reports that the installation of two new rooftop heat
pumps was completed during the week of June 8th. We replaced one 5-ton rooftop unit that was 25 years old
and served in tandem to heat and cool our sanctuary. Also replaced was a ductless system serving the Fowler
Room and Emily Billard Classroom (Rm. 106) that had failed in 2016. With the completion of this project, we
estimate that no major replacements of HVAC units will be required for at least the next 7 to 10 years!

Our new roof is coming!

We are grateful to John Egerton for managing our upcoming roof project. All permits are in order, and the roof
is scheduled to be installed August 10-24, 2020.

We will house a brand-new outreach ministry to our surrounding communities!

Stay tuned for news about a new program of Morningstar Living, called a Memory Café. Scheduled to begin
in July, this program will offer resources and support to people with Alzheimer’s and similar cognitive
dementias, as well as their caregivers. We are delighted to partner with Morningstar Living by providing the
space for this informal gathering twice a month. It will start rather small, given COVID-19 guidelines and our
need to provide a safe, sanitized space. In the future there might be volunteer opportunities for some of our
members.

We’re working on plans and procedures for future in-person gatherings!

We have a newly-formed task force that will pull in many people to work on everything we’ll need for
gathering together in the future. This group will consider needs for worship, as well as the use of our facility
by other groups. There are many factors involved, not the least of which is the safety of our community. Thank
you for your prayers as we discern and plan!

We continue to try new things!

While we maintain our weekly bible study via Zoom and have opportunities for kids each Sunday morning,
you also will be hearing about a new group study and other activities for our youth throughout the summer.
This is a wonderful time for new opportunities.

In the midst of it all, our worship life is a strong, renewing force!

I’ve commented before that I am amazed by your capacity for learning a new way to worship. While we would
all love to be together in the same place, our worship on Zoom has given us a way to stay connected, keep
learning, and grow spiritually through a difficult time. Our attendance is excellent (comparable to our in-person
worship last year at this time), and we are connecting with friends who do not live nearby. Most importantly,
we’re keeping one another safe. Zoom worship is the one thing that is accessible to everyone! You don’t need
to have a camera. You don’t need to have Internet access. Even a regular telephone will do! If you have not
connected for Sunday mornings and would like to give it a try, please let me know! I’ll be happy to help you.
Each week I am filled with joy when I see the faces and hear the voices of our congregation. It has been a
pleasure to experience so many people helping to lead worship and provide music each week! We have
committed to continuing Sunday worship on Zoom throughout the summer, while we investigate reopening
our building. Here is the information to connect in the coming weeks:
June 28 – September 6

For connecting information for worship services, please email office@AdventMoravianBethlehem.org.

*Those connecting by telephone should continue to use the same numbers you’ve been using!
**Remember to have your own communion elements on hand for July 5th and August 16th!
We are also planning an outdoor prayer gathering on Wednesday, July 22nd in the evening (rain date
Thursday the 23rd). Look for more details to come!

God is good. Let us continue responding to God’s goodness with faith, hope, and love!
Blessings, Pastor Missy
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Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will benefit:
The June 2nd Mile Offering will benefit Second Harvest Food Bank.
The total as of June 22nd is $1,180.00.
The July 2nd Mile Offering will provide Support for Our School Children.

July – Support for our School Children
Each July we have provided contributions for children to have backpacks and school supplies
necessary for their learning. This year we will focus on school-aged children once again, but we are
remaining flexible to meet whatever their greatest needs might be. As we determine how school
will happen this Fall (in person or by distance), we will inquire as to the needs of the children and
help in the best way we can. Thank you for your support!

Congratulations to our high
school graduates of 2020!
It’s hard to believe these young
men and women are moving on
from high school and are now
charting their own course of study!
We join with their families in
extending them all best wishes to
soar into their new phase of
exploration and learning.
Clara Floyd – graduated from
Moravian Academy and has been
accepted to study at New York
University’s London campus.
Nicholas (Nick) German –
graduated from Saucon Valley High
School and is headed to Wilkes University to study Mechanical
Engineering with a minor in Electrical Engineering.
Lorelei Moser – graduated from Whitehall High School and will
attend Elizabethtown College this fall and study Music Therapy.
Anthony Mosley – graduated from Liberty High School and is
enrolled in the Health Science program at Moravian College where
he plans to be a part of the Greyhound Football Team this fall. He
hopes to continue on to pursue a Masters in Kinesiology.
Grace Taylor – granddaughter of Chet & Marsha Taylor and
daughter of Dwight, graduated from Freedom High School. She is
headed to St. Joseph’s in Philadelphia to pursue a degree in
Education.
Check out our Celebration Page on the church website to see
graduation photos!
Graduating from college this year, we congratulate Addie
Mease. She received a Bachelor of Music degree from St. Olaf.

FOR FAMILIES - CREATE A SPIRITUAL THIRST IN YOUR CHILD
Everyday - in every way, you can create a
spiritual thirst in your child. A thirst to know
God, to enjoy the fruits of the Holy Spirit, and
to benefit from God’s love. You will enable your
child to grow up knowing s/he is not alone in
the universe.
You do not have to be perfect to be your child's
spiritual guide. We all have self-doubt and worry
we might "mess up" or not give the correct
answer. But if we do our best God will do the
rest.
Seize any occasion to speak of God - When you’re boogey boarding together in
the ocean, releasing butterflies, walking in your neighborhood or hiking in the
woods, talk about how God has richly blessed us.
Weave spiritual lessons into your daily conversations - Seek teachable moments
when children are watching TV, quarreling with their siblings, reluctant to do
chores or telling you about daily concerns.
Children are visual learners - What they see has more impact than what they
hear. Our beliefs about God must be lived out rather than just told to them. If we
want our children to accept God’s forgiveness, we must forgive. If we want our
children to understand charity, we must give. If we want them to strive for truth
we must be truthful. If we want them to love unconditionally, we must love.
“Love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all
your strength. These commandments that I give you today are to be on your
hearts. Impress them on your children. Talk about them when you sit at home
and when you walk along the road, when you lie down and when you get up.”
Deuteronomy 6:5-8

Don’t be afraid to talk about your faith!
Sharing your faith is a way to grow in love.
Advent Christian Education Committee

“A Page of inspiration”

Mindful Christianity
Begin with Yes

ARTE CARDE

Kelly’s Treehouse

“On A Lighter Note – Some Comic Relief”

