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Advent and Christmas Worship
Welcome to the sacred season of Advent. During Advent, we wait. Our waiting is
contemplative, quiet, and reflective. Our waiting is eager, active, and expectant. Throughout
the Advent and Christmas season we are like “those who dream.” Our theme is taken from
Psalm 126, and we will utilize resources from A Sanctified Art. We will explore what it means to
be dreamers in our time and place. One of the creators, the Rev. Sarah Are says, “we invite you
to join us in dreaming – as an act of hope, as an act of resistance, as an act of faith.” Together
we will explore how our dreams fit with God’s dream for us. Rev. Are, through her beautiful
poetry, explains our motivation:
All in All
It takes strength to dream.
I imagine it’s that same strength that leads
people to say, “I love you” first,
Those three vulnerable words,
Wrapped in heart strings,
Whispered,
Because what could be
Is too good to keep quiet about.

Oh yes,
It takes strength to dream.
I imagine that’s why many choose not to,
For it would be far easier to simply sleep.
But there are always those who dream,
Those who are up at night picturing
what could be,
Because this world is too good not to.

It takes strength to choose joy.
It takes strength to push the covers
Off our weary bodies morning after morning,
To plant weary feet on solid ground,
And look for signs of beauty.

So we say, “I love you.”
We push the covers off.
We find solid ground.
We look for beauty.
And we dream.
We dare to dream.

It takes strength to remember that
we are not alone,
But the story starts with bone of bone and
flesh of flesh.
That feels like so long ago.

Our Joint Board has made the difficult decision to worship by Zoom throughout Advent
and Christmas. We are watching the effects of COVID-19 on our community and will adjust our
plans according to the county data. In order to hold small, in-person gatherings, the incidence
rate must come below 100, and the percent positivity must drop below 5%. Until then, we will
keep one another safe, as we continue gathering for spirit-filled worship. On the next page, you
will find the worship information you need for the coming weeks. Please plan to gather
together in this way. If you have never participated in Zoom or need assistance, we are happy
to help you! Everyone can participate, whether by computer or telephone! Please contact
Pastor Missy to find out how.

May this season of hope, peace, joy, and love inspire us to keep dreaming!

November 29, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Those Who Dream . . . keep awake (hope)
Our Sunday morning worship Zoom link remains the same! Join worship at 9:30 and stay
for a few minutes afterward for our Christmas Carol study! We’ll sing “Hosanna”, light our
Advent candle and Moravian star, and worship and praise together.
December 6, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Those Who Dream . . . prepare the way (peace)
Today we’ll recognize our congregation’s anniversary and celebrate Holy Communion.
Have your communion elements ready at home.
December 13, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Those Who Dream . . . sow joy (joy)
Advent worship and dreaming continues!
December 20, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Those Who Dream . . . are not alone (love)
A special video/song presentation will guide us further into our dreaming.
December 24, 2020 at 6:00 p.m.
This night, we are . . . Those Who Dream
Join zoom with the link below to celebrate this holy night with singing and candlelight.
In preparation for our Christmas Eve vigil, you can pick up beeswax candles to use at home!
December 27, 2020 at 9:30 a.m.
Those Who Dream . . . will not keep silent
We celebrate Christmas!

Christmas Eve ZOOM
For Zoom connection information, please contact the church office.

Christmas Eve Candle Distribution
Stop by church and pick up a candle for you and your family members to use during our
Christmas Eve service on ZOOM, December 24th at 6:00 p.m. Simply drive up to the door,
and members of the Board of Elders will bring your candles to your car. If you are unable to
come to church to get your candle, please contact Pastor Missy or the church office. We will
make sure you get a candle.
Saturday, December 12th, 10:00 a.m. – Noon
Tuesday, December 15th, Noon – 2:00 p.m.
Wednesday, December 16th, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

Christmas Greetings and Gratitude
On behalf of our family, we want to express our gratitude for
your love and support throughout 2020. Our world is coming through
a very difficult time. Over these past months, I have been in awe of
your compassion, flexibility, creativity, hopefulness, and general good
will. You have been patient with new, imperfect worship methods.
You have reached out to others with coats, cards, and meals. You
have sustained Christ’s ministry with your financial resources. You
are resilient, and you persevere in the true work of the Church.
I know the next months will not be easy. I commend you for all
you do to care for each other during this time. Having been on the
receiving end of your care and compassion, we want to thank you for
your extra measure of love during Frank’s illness. We were comforted
by each one of you who reached out, sent cards, picked up
responsibilities at church, made meals, and offered prayers. My
prayer is that every person would know the kind of love we
experienced during a difficult time.
We wish you and your families a healthy, joy-filled celebration
of the holy days to come, even if your celebrations are unique this
year. May God’s hope, peace, joy, and love fill your hearts and every
aspect of your lives.
With love,
Pastor Missy, Frank, Morgen, & Quincy
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Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will Benefit:

The November 2nd Mile Offering will be used to fill the
Thanksgiving Baskets for Northeast Ministry.
The total received as of Sunday, November 22nd is $1,770.00.
The 2nd Mile Offering for December will be sent to Moravian Open Door.

Morning Star soloist(s)
Our Christmas Eve service will be on Zoom this year. We are looking for any youth who would like to
sing the Morning Star solo. You will be recorded during December at church for a virtual choir video.
Other singers, on the congregation part, will also be separately recorded. The video will then be
shared on Zoom on Christmas Eve. Any youth who is interested, whether you've sung this before or
not, is urged to contact Donna Ambler for more details. We can use as many as are interested!
email: dkambler@gmail.com
or contact the church office.

Remember Moravian Open Door during the Advent season

Our Advent congregation has always given strong support to the work of Moravian
Open Door (MOD) with our December Second Mile offering and gathering and
delivering needed material gifts at Christmastime. This year, due to covid-19, the
need for all of this support is greater than ever. MOD has lost three of its residents to the
disease, and some other residents and even the staff have been sickened by the virus and
recovered. Keeping everyone safe with extra sanitizing of building areas, providing residents
precautionary items such as masks and hand sanitizer, and providing extra food for residents
who have lost income has put a great strain on MOD’s budget. Please be generous with your
Second Mile offering.
Also, please consider donating items from the list of needs below. Make this part of your
Christmas shopping. Since we cannot deliver these material gifts as in the past, you can make
your donation in any of three ways. If you order from Amazon, be sure to first go to
smile.amazon (which will take you to Amazon Smile) and designate your charity as Moravian
Open Door. MOD will receive a donation of a percentage of the price of the order.
(1) Buy your gift, pack and send it yourself to MOD (address below)
(2) Order your donation gift online and have it delivered directly to MOD
(3) Send a check to the church office with a note that indicates it is to be used to purchase
some of the named items below. The purchase and shipping will be done for you.
Items most needed:
Pillows
Twin-size sheet sets
Twin-size blankets
Bath-size towels, washcloths
Individual-size hand sanitizer
Disposable razors and shaving cream
Shower gel, shampoo and conditioner, body lotion
Mouthwash, toothpaste
Deodorants (men and women)
Clorox wipes or similar disinfecting wipes
Send your items to:
Moravian Open Door
347 E. 18th St
New York, NY 10003-2802
(Telephone: 212-995-5810)

Advent Christian Education Update December 2020

WOMEN’S FELLOWSHIP NEWS
Circles 1 and 2 will meet Monday December 14th on ZOOM.
All women of Advent are welcome to the meetings.
For Zoom connection information, please contact the church office.

PRETZEL FUND RAISER (Reminder)
Luci Cuddy, on behalf of Women’s Fellowship, made chocolate covered
pretzels for the holidays.
Pretzels are safely made, using tongs and gloves. Pick up will be at Advent
on Tuesday, December 8th, 10:00 am-Noon for the Christmas Season.

Bethlehem Area Moravians – Staffing
Staffing remains a concern across the board, but especially at Moravian Village
Bethlehem. There is an absolute disconnect currently in the labor market. We have
current positions opening in laundry, maintenance and health care (CNAs & Nursing).
There are a growing number of individuals unemployed and yet, we are having great
difficulty in filling these positions. We are not alone in this as many organizations that
are currently operating in this area have the same concerns.
If you have individuals in your Churches who are currently looking for work,
we post our positions on “Indeed”. Obviously, we would prefer to hire Moravians first
over the general public.
If we can find quality people within our churches = a stronger BAM/Moravian
Village Bethlehem and a stronger church. A win, win I would say.
Dan Soos, BAM

“A Page of inspiration”

Peaceful Mind Peaceful Life

Kelly’s Treehouse

“On A Lighter Note – Some Comic Relief”

