THE STAR
AUGUST 2020

Our Call to Care
I have been fascinated by a quotation that has been attributed widely to Dr. Anthony
Fauci: “I don’t know how to explain to you that you should care about other people.”
Maybe you’ve seen it or heard it. In doing some research, I’ve learned that this was
not actually spoken by Dr. Fauci. It was tweeted by author Lauren Morrill in 2017 and
became a headline for an editorial the same year.
In my mind and heart it seemed like a statement Dr. Fauci might make – as he and
others try their best to tell us how to care for one another and often meet with great
frustration. Every time I see this quotation, I find myself screaming in my mind, “I do!
I know how to explain it to you! Jesus already explained it, and there are many of his
followers who are supposed to be living by these very words every day!!” Love God.
Love your neighbor as yourself. It is out of our great love for God that we follow the
commandment to care for one another – ALL “one anothers.”
Friends, COVID-19 has provided us with an amazing opportunity to live out our call as
followers of Jesus. We are being called upon to make certain sacrifices for the welfare
and safety of others. These sacrifices come in varying degrees. We wear
uncomfortable masks in the heat, because we value the safety and health of others.
We worship online, by phone, and outdoors, because we want to keep one another
healthy. We make even greater contributions to food pantries and food banks because
we want to make sure that people have enough to eat. Frontline workers in many
fields continue doing their jobs for the greater good.
Most recently I have been mindful of the many decisions being made for school
attendees of all ages. I’ve heard of families who are privileged to do so, making the
decision for their child to learn online, freeing a space in the school building for a child
who needs to be there even more. This doesn’t even begin to speak of the sacrifices
that may be made by teachers, school staff, and those providing transportation.
During this time, we certainly are in the business of assessing our own personal risk.
We do this many times each day and try to keep ourselves as safe as possible. Our
Christian value of caring for others also drives the decisions we make. I pray that we
will view this time as an opportunity to find every way possible to care for others. In
doing so, we set aside a bit of our own comfort but find true freedom in Christ.
Blessings,
Pastor Missy
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Upcoming 2nd Mile Offerings will benefit:
The July 2nd Mile Offering will provide Support for Our School Children.
The total as of July 19th is $395.
nd
The August2 Mile Offering will benefit New Bethany Ministries.
August - New Bethany Ministries
New Bethany Ministries provides comprehensive programming to help individuals
and families work towards, achieve, and maintain self-sufficiency. As people deal
with the realities of COVID-19, needs have become even greater in our community.
Our financial contributions will help support the food pantry, provide people with
necessary hygiene items, and support the ongoing programming of New Bethany.
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